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- Population Growth and Markets

IN the past 2 decadea n etriking haa ossurved in the

rute of population growth, primarily as a result of » sustained
rise in Ell'thﬂ A H%llrfﬂtvﬂilﬂl rige in the birth rata duriog the

war was followed by a further sharp risa after demobilization.
In the succseding yearn birthe have been at or near tha high
}:ui.nt attuined scon after the war's eodd.  The mplicstions
or business markets of a. more dly prowing population
ara pervasive, with the pnitern of sonsumer requiremsents
inveatmant plans, and the demands for public pervices affes

Wl VArymg dogras.

Y Total population continves
2 rapid growth
Lobor force and households cre now
rising more slowly
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In the 8-year period, 194552, population f"“h averaged
1.5 percent per year, doubie the rote in the thirtiea, Part of
the uousual poatwar rise was sscciated with the upsurge in
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. down in population

"the past few years from

marringes folowing the releass of men from the aymed forces,
but population growth hea not slackened in the past several’
years, Household formation increased i w mora rapid rnte
thnm;:ulat.ian ag individuals, couples, ond other groups
establishad thair own honseholda. ug, the average pum-
ber of pereons per honsehold declined.

Rapid population growth

Tha midthirties merked 2 distinet fyrning point in popula-
tion growth. For a number of decades preceding 1935, the
Lirth rote had besn declining. During the precading 2
dacades, i. o., 191535, the decine was quite & stesdy one,
The fall in the birth rate waa at lenst as rapid in the pros-
perous years of the latter balf of the {wenties na in the
preceding five years, or in the succeeding years of depression.
A dacling in mmigration also coatributed o the slowing
_ growth. In the firat half of the decade
of the iwenties net ipmigration ndded an average of over
300,000 antwally.- In the next 5 years tha average daclined
to hittle more than 200,000. In the esrly thirties emigration
exceeded immigration, :

In_the rmidithirties the long slackening in the rate of
population growth ceme to an end and wos succeeded by a
general sxpansion. Through there was some reswnption of
net immigration and & continued dedline in the denth rate,
the major factor wis the uptury in births.

The incresse in the miz was moderate in the Iate
thirtiea and int:erm&md,unlg.r in 1939, During the lattar pars
of the war peried the expansion in the birth rate wes again
interrupted when lange nambers of troops were stationad
nbrond, but births rose sharply icliowing demobilization at
the end of the wor.

_In the suceeeding years the birth rate has remnined only
slightly below the inmediste postwar peak. In the firat few
yonts afior the war an abnermally high marriage rate wos the
principal influence leeding to an sxpansion it births. By
1049, however, the murvinge rate dropped back io on ssti-
minted normal, based upon age distribution of the population,
but. there hag been hittle decline in total births,

Declining growth in households

The numbar of marringhea hos slackened considerably in
¢ high tate in the early postwar
perind, During ihe war years the murrioge rete waa ap-
glrm&h[r higher tkan befors the war althouph it tapersd off
the Jatter po..l'::-:1 of the T..Er.f After the war the t;Fumbarﬂ ‘of
marrizges jumped to & penk of 2,300,000 in 1946, Followi
thia, marriages fell ubeaﬁil:.r through 1949, reaching I,HWTIEE
in thet year, and then stabilized in the thres most recent
YBOIS. .
Tha mamiage roke Is now about the sams as in 1930, and
tha apa distnbution for the present decade e ta littls
ki s o bo zpoiod beine about 1900, The erea
actors I -} rata o
formation from the forties to the fiftiss will be axamined in
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Population Growth in the
United States

Populalion grewth declined in the twenflas
un-l:l early thirkins — hns ramained high
since the w
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In the past decade, there has been o
substantial rise in the number of
maried people, and a decline
in the single population
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In recent years, the marriage rate has
been cbout the same as before the
war, but births have remained near
the post-war high
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_First through fourth births have risen
substantiolly since prewar
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the broader comtext of changes in the totel number of honse-
holds, since the same basic fnctors, as well 22 soms additional
influences, have nffected the number of howssholds.
Houscholds increased 26 percont during the decade 1940-60
ns compared with o riss of 17 percent 1 the proceding 10
years. During the war years the increase in householda wag
somewhat slower then in the prewar period so that the
scceleration in lfowth wzs all in the perod ofter the end of
the wor, In the five vonrs batween 1845 and 1950 the
number of householda incrensed

lﬂgahr ].;;!l'iod 1530-40,

hough the war influence enused the actusl growth to be
concentrated in the lost Lalf of the decade, it wae & combi-
nation of favorablo besaic influenaes in the {iaamia 28 2 whola
which- led to & more rapid prowth than in the preceding
decade of the thirties, nemely:

thomewhat larger classes of femalsa reached the normeal

maTTings gL,
The age deolined elightly

‘There wes & aubatantial inoresde in the propockion of the

adult fation married.

Thap?:.?:h incems pravailing throughout ths rpur]nd and the
aveilebility of bovelng after the war led to "undoubling” of
[prallian and zib-fam] and ta tiw maindananca of ssparate
households by older mup[u end espocielly by widowa,

Tba incroass in the number of households dus:in%htha forties
was associnted with a reduction from 3.7 to 8.4 in the number
of persons per houaahodd deapite a sustained risa in the birth
rabe, During the same the proportion of children
mnder 10 to totel pepulntion xose from 16 porcont to more
than 1% percent, mora than offsetting the decline in the num-
ber of childran gver 10,

Now that the specin]l postwar influsnces have run their
course, family formation in the fifties will be 1more directly
reloted to the shifting pattern of the distribution of the
ﬁll::llatinn. For ﬂiha half oio t.hE sonde the l:Egumher o;‘

o5 ronching the average 1 first marriage (20 vears
i5 the lowest for eny 5—;::1': pﬁf’l’j{:d gince the twenties, J‘ec]in-
ing 14 percent from the record number in the pariod 1940-25.

ut of this decline is made up in the latter half of this
decads, when the nmumber in the marria classes

somewhat more than in the

will v nearly as 48 in most other racent periods
except 1040-45. After 1060 such classes will be substan-
tially higher than in any precading period, rizing 30 pereent
above tha current olasses Fanching marriageshls agos.

Among the other factors affecting tha trend in houscholds,
perhaps the most important ia the inereass in the proportion

of the adnlt population getting masried. Sixty percent of
the females over 14 years of age In 1340 weve martied, but hy
1052 the proportion rissn to §7 percent, with an nhaolute
decline of neerly 8 million in the numbar of single fameles
m}me bracket during this period. (See sccompanying

Throughout the postwar years to date the proportion of all
fencales haa continued to rise de:fita fact that
thars has been no significant decline in tha averags age at

macrisge since the wer, The decline in the marringe age of
fomuoles since 1940 accounts for about one-third of the ingrease
in the proporéion marriad over this perind. Tha improve-
ment in economic conditions since 1940 has lowered economic
hezriers to maxriags, but it mey be noted that in past periods
of extendad prosperity no similar inerenss in tha proportion
married took place. As shown in the accompanying chars
the rise in the proportion of the poepulstion which is married
end tha decline in the unmorried appents to be o distinet
bmf‘ak miwiit.h long-term trends, wed and sing! 1

L y oYy ﬂ-gﬂd 01y wida BlOEIe & are
now mngntnmmg gaparate ﬁomahuldz, fpu.rt.ly. bgeﬁgﬂsa of
rising real incomea, snd egaml boecnues of the rising propor-
tion of aged and widowed in pepulation,
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The net effect of the severnl influances on growth in heouse-
holde has boen estimated by the Cetisus Buressu, in its mediom
estimuote, to bring annusl incresses betwesno 1953 and 1955
of 700,000 and of 25,000 anneally in the 105560 period,
ultho it should be pointed out that the range batween
ita high and low estimates is substantial. The medium esti-
motes indicate » lorgs diop from the ' million onnuel
average in the years following the war, ond o substantial
decline from the latest annuei incrensa of $06,000. The
lattar half of the fifties will be somewhat below the decade
of the thirties and gubstanti below the twenties. How-
ever, the rate projected would exceed 1 percent per yeor,
ﬁql ralosin above the projected rate of gain for total popu-

iom.

MNavertheless, the prowih in householda during the deonda
of the fifties will be & renl “trongh’ in the sense thas it was
precssded by an abnormally rapid growth in the forties and is
expecied to be followed by a rapid increase after 1960, as
the wertime bnbies reach marriageable nge.

Agpe Distribution, United States
- opvlation, 1940 and 1950
More childven undar ton and aduli

ovar twenty

Fewer yoyng people ten to twenty
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Murket influences

The nccclexation in population growth snod ths reversal
in the trend of £he birth role heve had an important influsnse
on long-renge busines: planning. They nre slze influencing
the pattern of comsumer demnnd for particular producis.

Thus far, the most atriking population change has been in
the number of small children, and the correspending incrense
in requirernents, rapging froem toys to specinlized baby
aervices, for moeti a necds of this youngest age proup.
As the clnsses born in the postwar period grow older, Enrbher
chonges mny be expected m the consumor spending patiorn.

Family composition also influences housing reguirements,
but In muorkel the more impartant aspect of population
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change ar.;panrﬂ to be the rate of housshold formation. The
relation of changes in the numbar of households 1o the velume
. of residential construction bes been analyzed at length in

“Apmil 1688
ment is merely a redirestion of growth, there is some result-

m%egz ineresse in community facilities investment. .
us Burest projecticns—based ;:ﬁgn medium to hgh

earlier issues of the Survoy. . fertility—andiente only o moderats d & in the next sey-
erel years in the ent rapid raie of population growth.
Tahle lL.—Total Population, Labor Force and Houscholds, United  In the onse of fa formation and households some further
HEHIH] decline is preject here. the spacific impact upon the
= dotnand for hou‘zing, hamefurnichings, and other producta
ol | gope will be conditioned by the irend of incoms and its interacting
Your P | o Houachalds infuence upon population growth. - : :
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populaiion patterns greatly affect requirementa for govern-
ment services. For example, between 1930 and lﬁigg]thara
was o elight decline in total achool attendanes in the Unitad
States, nod s.drop of 1 goo,uuu io the number of studeats In
tha nges from & to 10.  Betwseen 1940 and 1950 school sttend-
anes Increased, in this same age range, whera the
rise amounted to L8 million students, A further large rise
in sohool fncilities is required d the current period as
tha children from the record birth elnsses beginning in 1047
are now reaching school age, _

Fimllg, the gensral necelavation in population growth
during the war and postwar years has beem gecompanied by
subatantial ahifta in ]illﬂp'ﬂ]ﬂﬁﬂm The most importent of these
is the shift from the henrt of the cities to the periphersl areas.
A second movement is that taking place toward the for weat
and towerd Floride, Though a large park of such develop-
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